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a reduction of  carbon emissions of  almost 50% 
(Mayflower Church 2016; R. Riley 2014). Members of the 
congregation have also begun lobbying the state legisla-
ture to have more public transit and especially more 
transportation that runs on electricity rather than oil-
based fuels. Other United Church of Christ congregations 
are also taking actions, as are other communities of 
faith—inspired by denominational resolutions at the 
meso level.

Another example of meso-level change takes place at 
universities. Under pressure from college students, 
many have changed their policies about production of 
clothing with campus logos. Multinational corporations 
like Gap and Nike, seeking higher profits, fostered the 
growth of sweatshops in the Global South. Many profes-
sors, students, and concerned citizens in the United 
States and other Global North nations began to insist 
that these companies establish acceptable labor and 
human rights conditions in their factories in the Global 
South. Their efforts gradually grew into an antisweat-
shop movement with strong labor and religious support 
and tens of thousands of active participants. College stu-
dents on hundreds of campuses in the United States have 
taken up the antisweatshop cause, holding sit-ins on 
many campuses to force their college bookstores to ban 
the use of college logos on products not produced under 
acceptable labor conditions (Brecher, Costello, and 
Smith 2012; Wang and Currier 2015). In doing so, they 
have helped shape the conditions for production of 
clothing on other continents.

Change at the National and  
Global Levels: Macro-Level Analysis
Change also may begin at the national level in response to 
some concern, or it may be stimulated by a global organi-
zation (like the United Nations or the World Bank) or by a 
global issue, like climate change. In this section we discuss 
national and then global forces that can bring about 
change.

Societal-Level Change.  Take a look at the impact of 
national policies and trends on the global environment 
and the constant change we bring to our planet. To 
illustrate the increasingly complex and biologically 
interdependent social world, consider that pollution of 
the environment by any one country now threatens 
other countries. Carcinogens, acid rain, and other air-
borne chemicals carry across national boundaries 

(Brecher et al. 2012). Heat-trapping gases have risen 
dramatically in the past several years, causing pessi-
mism about reversing the environmental effects 
(Borenstein 2013). People in the United States compose 
about 4.5% of the world’s population but emit almost a 
fourth of the heat-trapping gases (“Global Warming and 
Climate Change” 2013). In 2015, however, China topped 
the United States as the top contributor to global cli-
mate change (Doyle 2015).

A part of its “Earthwise” mission to protect the environment; this 
church in Minneapolis installed 240 solar panels in a commitment to 
be carbon neutral by 2030.
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People at the local level often try to influence policies at the meso 
level. At this farmer’s market in Minneapolis, people lobby their 
neighbors and seek signatures for a petition about state legislation 
that would be welcoming to immigrants and protect refugees in the 
state.
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